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Dear Commissioner: 

Submitted herewith for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is the following: 

(1) Information Disclosure Statement, four (4) pages; 

(2) PTO/SB/08a, with 6 references cited, one (1) page; 

(3) Copy of the Counterpart Japanese Office Action with translation, five (5) pages; 

(4) Copy of six (6) cited references; attached. 

In the event this paper is not timely filed, Applicants petition for an appropriate extension of 
time. Please charge any fee deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 14-01 1 2. 



Date: May_ 11 .2009 
THE NATH LAW GROUP 

112 South West Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Tel: (703)548-6284 
Fax: (703)683-8396 
JLM/DR/sw 



Respectfully submitted, 




^rald L. Meyer / 
Registration No. 41,194 
Derek Richmond 
Registration No. 45,771 
Customer No. 20529 
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Conf. No.: 



3424 



Serial No.: 
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Examiner: Moore, David K 



Filed: 
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For: 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the documents listed on the enclosed 
Form PTO/SB/08 are submitted for consideration by the Examiner in the examination of 
the above-identified patent application. 

This submission is not a representation that a search has been made, or that 
better art does or does not exist. In addition, this submission does not constitute an 
admission that each or all of the listed documents are material or constitute "prior art." 
If the Examiner applies any of the documents as "prior art" against any claim in this 
application and Applicant(s) determine that the cited documents do not constitute "prior 
art" under United States law, Applicant(s) expressly reserve the right to present, to the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents. Likewise, Applicant(s) expressly reserve the 
right to establish an earlier date of invention of any or all of the subject matter disclosed 
in this application, or any application claiming priority from this application, in order to 
remove any reference submitted herewith as prior art. 

Applicant(s) further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed subject matter over the listed documents, should one or 
more of the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. This 
submission of documents is not to be taken as a concession that any document 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the subject matter claimed at any time 
throughout the prosecution of this or any application claiming priority from this 
application. Accordingly, the right to argue that any document is not properly within the 
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scope of prior art relevant to an examination of the present claims is also expressly 
reserved. 



The Information Disclosure Statement (hereinafter "IDS") is being filed as follows: 

a. [ X ] The IDS is being filed within three months of the filing date of a national 

application, or within three months of the date of entry into the national 
stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.491 in an international application, or 
before the mailing date of a first Official Action on the merits, whichever 
event occurs last. 

b. [ ] The IDS is being filed after a first action on the merits but before the 

mailing date of a final Official Action under 37 C.F.R. 1.113, or a Notice of 
Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 1.311. 

The IDS is accompanied by: 

i. [ ] a certification in part (e) below as specified in 37 

C.F.R. 1.97(e), 

or 

ii. [ ] a check in the amount required by 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p). 

c. [ ] The IDS is being filed after the mailing date of a final Official Action under 

37 CFR 1.113, or a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, but before 
payment of the issue fee. 

The IDS is accompanied by: 

i. [ ] Certification report(e) below; 
and 

ii. [ ] A check in the amount as required by 1.1 7(p). 

d. [ ] The IDS is being filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(i), for placement in the 

file. 

e. Certification: 



[ ] I hereby certify that each item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
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office in a counterpart foreign application or in a counterpart United States 
patent application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement, 



[ ] I hereby certify that no item of information cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, or, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



or 



[ ] Appropriate certification is attached. 

f. [ x ] If no check is enclosed and a fee is due in connection with this 

communication or if the check enclosed is insufficient, the Commissioner 
is authorized to charge any fee or additional fee due in connection with 
this communication to Deposit Account No. 14-01 12. 

g. [x ] Copies of the documents are attached herewith with a completed 

PTO/SB/08 



or 



[ ] Copies of the documents are not attached, with a completed Form 
PTO/SB/08 as allowed under CFR 1.98(d)(1)(2). The earlier application is 
identified as: 

and / or 

[ ] Copies of US Patents/Publications are not attached, with a completed 
Form PTO/SB/08 as allowed in Official Gazette Aug. 5, 2003/ Vol. 1273, 
no. 1. 

h. [ ] A copy of the international Search Report is enclosed herewith. 

i. [x ] A copy of the Counterpart Japanese Office Action Search Report is 

enclosed herewith. 



The Examiner is respectfully requested to cite the documents listed on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08 in the next Official Action. In so doing, the Examiner is 
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respectfully requested to initial in the space adjacent to the listing of each document on 
the Form PTO/SB/08, and return a copy of the initialed Form PTO/SB/08 with the next 
communication to Applicant(s), to confirm that these documents have been considered 
by the Examiner and made of record in.this application. 

Should any additional fees be owed in connection with this Information 
Disclosure Statement, please charge any such fee deficiency to Deposit Account No. 
14-0112. Likewise, please credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 14-01 12. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the below-listed 
telephone number, with regard to any questions that may arise. 



Date: May_ n ■ 2009 
THE NATH LAW GROUP 

112 S. West Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: (703) 548-6284 
Fax: (703) 683-8396 



Respectfully submitted, 



THE NATH LAW GROUP 




/erald L. Meyer / 
Registration No. 41,194 
Derek Richmond 
Registration No. 45,771 
Customer No. 20529 



JLM/DR/sw 



